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Amy Johnson was born in Hull on 1 July 1903. Her family were of Danish descent 
and were established fish merchants; Andrew Johnson, Knudtzon & Co. In 1925 she 
completed her BA Degree in Economics at Sheffield University and returned to Hull to 
take a secretarial course. 

In 1926 she had her first experience of flying on a five shilling pleasure trip. The 
following year she moved down to London to pursue a career in advertising. In 1928 
she began taking flying lessons and within two years was not only a qualified pilot but 
had also become the first women to qualify as a ground engineer.

In May 1930 Amy made a solo flight to Australia in a Gypsy Moth D.H.60 G-AAAH 
which she named Jason (the trademark of the Johnson family fish business). 
Although she failed to break Bert Hinkler’s record, she was the first woman to   
complete the 11,000 mile trip, and as a result she was given considerable press 
coverage and received telegrams of congratulation from across the world  including 
King George V and Queen Mary and the British Prime Minster Ramsay MacDonald. 

When she returned to England she was presented with a CBE and in August 1930 
the Daily Mail newspaper gave her a gift of £10,000 for her achievements. She was 
also given a civic reception at the Guildhall in Hull. Further record flights followed 
including London to Moscow with co-pilot Jack Humphreys in January 1931 and then 
Moscow to Tokyo.

In 1932 she met and married the Scottish aviator Jim Mollison and in December she 
broke his record for a solo flight from England to South Africa. In July 1933 the couple 
attempted a non-stop flight from England to New York via Canada. Their plane ran out 
of fuel just 50 miles from their destination and they both received minor injuries when 
the plane crashed. Despite this they were given a ticker-tape parade through New 
York. 

In 1934 Amy and her husband made a record flight to Karachi in India as part of the 
Australia MacRobertson Air Race, but they had to withdraw from the full race. In 1936 
Amy regained her record for a flight between London and Cape Town and the record 
for the fastest return flight.

In May 1940, Amy joined the women’s section of the Air Transport Auxiliary flying both 
machines and men to wherever they were needed. On 5 January 1941 on a routine 
flight from Blackpool to RAF Kidlington (near Oxford) she went off course due to the 
poor weather. She bailed out into the Thames estuary and was seen alive but the 
rescue attempt failed and her body was never recovered. She was officially 
presumed dead in December 1943.

In 1932, Amy used a gift of a purse of gold sovereigns presented to her by   
the children of Sydney to purchase a gold cup for the City of Hull,      
The Amy Johnson Cup for Courage. This trophy is awarded to a Hull child   
(aged under 17) for an outstanding deed of courage. 

In July 1974 a memorial statue was erected to her honour in Prospect Street, Hull. 
In 2003 the Royal Mail issued commemorative stamps to mark the centenary of her 
birth.

Description of the collection: 
Purchased in auction at Christies by the Hull Local Studies Library on 16 Oct 1985, 
the full collection of 286 letters charts Amy Johnson’s life during a six year period, 
1922-1928.  In one letter dated April 1928 she talks of the start of her flying lessons 
'now for the good news - I'm joining the London Aeroplane Club and then I can get 
tuition and always use their aeroplanes'.

The majority of the letters are from Amy to her partner Hans Arregger but the   
collection also includes letters to Amy from her father at Andrew Johnson Knudtzon 
Ltd. and from Vernon Wood of William Charles Crocker and Company of London 
offering her a job with the typing staff at three pounds per week.  

As was common at the time, Amy wrote to Hans almost every day during the height 
of their relationship and some of her letters contain twenty pages or more. In view of 
this we have created five volumes to aid downloading and reading of the collection.

Related material:
The Local Studies Library also holds the Amy Johnson Library. Initially part of the 
Johnson Bequest to Kingston High School in 1941 the collection of 250 books was 
transferred to the Local Studies Library in December 1987 when the school library 
closed.  

For more information about the books and records relating to Amy Johnson at the 
History Centre see Discovering Amy Johnson at the Hull History Centre available 
from the History Centre website.

http://www.hullhistorycentre.org.uk/research/research-guides/amy-johnson-cup.aspx
http://www.hullhistorycentre.org.uk/research/research-guides/amy-johnson.aspx


Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/1)

‘Please forgive me my writing to you, but I'm trying hard to learn my  
lessons for my exam tomorrow and I can't settle down until I've told  
you something.’

15 Mar 1922



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/2) 

‘Thank goodness I'm here and settled although, Oh, it was dreadful  
leaving everybody at the station! I'm sure it makes you feel worse  
people coming to see you off.’

3 Oct 1922 





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/3)

'Il est dimanche soir.'

9 Oct 1922 







Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/3A)

 'It's really too much bother to write in French. 
After listening to lectures on all topics delivered 
in that delightful, though very little understood 
(by me) language, it is quite a relief to turn to 
English for a change.'

18 Oct 1922







Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/4)

'After the remarkable (for you) compliments 
paid to my last letter I would now no sooner 
think of writing to you in French than I would 
of...well of speaking to you in Francais.   
Whatever has happened to you? I've never 
known you pay anyone a compliment before.'

29 Oct 1922







Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/5)

'It was a surprise to get a second letter from you. When I saw it on the 
hall table I thought you must have written to reproach me for not  
writing, because I've been so busy lately...'

16 Nov 1922









Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/6)

'Everything's been such an eternal rush since I 
got back that I haven't had time till today to write 
to you. It's been very annoying because I so 
much wanted to tell you straight off that I did get 
up at 4.30 last Monday morning and did catch the 
6.5 train, though it was such a wretched, cold 
journey that I heartily wished I hadn't been so 
enthusiastic.'

3 Dec 1922







Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/7)

'How do you like being at 151 Boulevard? I expect 
you will be quite settled down there by now. Are 
you still as enamoured of your all-round sporting 
land-lady as you were?'

15 Dec 1922



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/8)

'I'm sending you this book straight away so that I 
shan't forget it. When I opened it again I found 
that I had put my name inside.'

17 Jan 1923





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/9)

'I really don't know what to say about the  
charming box of chocolates you have sent me.  
It was a very great surprise and I thank you  
very much indeed.'

18 Jan 1922



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/9)

 'I shall see him unless he calls. If you would 
give him my address and he would care to call'

18 Jan 1923



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/10)

'As the next two weeks are going to be fearfully 
busy - just before exams: - I'm getting all my 
letters off  my mind now.'

4 Mar 1923





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/11)

‘Enclosed herewith find P.O for 4/-, for which amount I was in your debt 
for a certain 'the dansant'. I can't remember whether this is the correct 
sum or not.'

16 Apr 1924



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/12A

'Pardon me if I appear to be writing to you, but being a free individual I  
see no reason whatever why I should not indulge in whatever form of 
recreation I wish.'

5 May 1924







Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/12B)

'I absolutely hate Frenchmen - aussi currant buns. 
I'm never going to touch another currant bun as  
long as I live.'

n.d.



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/12C)

'Hail, O Solomon, possessor of all Wisdom who showerest these thy 
priceless pearls on thy most humble and grateful servant! In other
words, - thanks muchly for the excellent advice to read Arnold Bennet's 
'How to live on 24 hrs a day'.'

5 May 1924





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/13)

'You'll probably think I'm quite crazy - am not quite sure yet    
myself whether I am or not. But please reserve your decision     
for a bit.'

26 May 1924







Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/14)

'Just a line to send with the receipt for the typewriter which you ordered 
me to post from Sheffield. - also a wee sprig of heather from the moors. 
They're perfectly glorious just now - covered with heather and ferns and 
bilberries.'

13 Oct 1924



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/15)

'I'm sorry I put ''ordered'' and underlined it. Don't know what possessed 
me.'

13 Oct 1924



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/16)

'I am so glad about your order for oil – hope you haven’t had any  
disappointment about it since Friday ‘before breakfast’.'

19 Oct 1924



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/17)

'I am coming home on Tues. (the 11th) Irene 
and Miss Petrice are fetching me. Am coming 
back the following Monday.' Includes cutting 
about dance at Sheffield University.

8 Nov 1924





Letter from Amy Johnson 
to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/18-18A)

'Your letter did indeed work 
wonders. it was awfully nice 
of you to reply so quickly.  
I'm not in the least 
depressed now - very much 
the other way, nearly all my 
worries having faded away.'

10 Dec 1924



Telegram from  Hans Arregger  to Amy Johnson 
(Reference(Reference L DIAJ/18B)



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger  
(Reference L DIAJ/18C)

 'When I read your wire I felt most jubilant, but it suddenly 
dawned on me that it was no good.'

10 Dec 1924



Telegraph from Amy Johnson (Reference L DIAJ/18D)

'will come Wednesday leave arrangements to you my letter cancelled - Amy'

11 Dec 1924



Letter from Amy Johnson 
to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/19)

'Have just sent you the wire. 
Hope things will be all right 
now. I've not done so much 
quick thinking for a long 
time!'

11 Dec 1924



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger  
(Reference L DIAJ/20)

'There was a letter - card for all this morning from Major  
Chambers to say I can see Miss Lawrence any time on  
Thursday, as everything all right now.'

16 Dec 1924



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger  
(Reference L DIAJ/21)

'Won't you please write me just a few lines… I'm feeling most 
hopelessly depressed.'

n.d.



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/22A)

'I'm moving into my new digs on Wednesday - 
303 Glossop Road. I promised to let you know 
the new address, if you remember.'

3 Feb 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/22B)

'Hans, you’re a darling the flowers are beautiful and 
I love you for thinking of such a thing as sending 
them, and all white ones too.'

3 Feb 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/23)

'I'm so awfully glad you’re coming on the 24th 
- didn't think for a minute you would, I was 
almost afraid to ask you.'

8 Feb 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/24)

'When you get out of bed next Tuesday morning, if  
it's a gloriously fine day, will you make up your mind 
to come early? & then we can go for a walk in the 
afternoon, & you'll be able to see some of our lovely 
country whilst you're here.'

18 Feb 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/25)

'It just happens that your letter has crossed with  
one I wrote you last night, but didn't post until this 
morning.'

18 Feb 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/26)

'Sure I'll meet you on Tuesday - and of course 
you'll have to leave arrangements to me.  
It's a great responsibility, but I'll do my best.'

22 Feb 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/27)

'I hope you've not had time yet to cure your ''over 
sensitiveness,'' 'cos I don't want you to. I like you 
best just as you are & wouldn't have you one bit      
less sensitive - or every less impatient.'

27 Feb 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/28)

'I really don't know what to say to you - it seems   
so futile to attempt to thank you in a letter. When I 
opened the box & read the letters I just sat down on 
the bed & cried - don't know why - couldn't help it.'

28 Feb 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/29)

'I know I've hardly given you time yet to answer my 
letter, but I feel impatient 'cos I'm rather worried 
about the letter I sent you.'

2 Mar 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/30)

'I am so glad your letter has come. It was rather 
unreasonable of me to hope for one by this post - 
but all the same I did.'

3 Mar 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/31)

'The peaches have come this afternoon! - so it  
was a surprise 'cos I didn't expect them until   
tomorrow.'

n.d.



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/32)

'I've just eaten a peach - it's an awful shame I know, 
but I did want to tell you how they tasted. And they're 
just as perfectly delicious as they look!'

5 Mar 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/33)

'Your letters are worth a hundred times 2 and a half d  
- but still its rather extravagant - don't you think. I hope 
you're not having any more headaches.'

8 Mar 1925









Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/34)

'It appears that Voegels has passed on to you an  
invitation from me to come to Sheffield. I didn't ask him 
to give you any such invitation. Why should I need to 
when I can ask you direct.'

11 Mar 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/35)

'Things are a wee bit in a muddle - do be patient  
one minute whilst I try to explain again - just for  
self justification!'

13 Mar 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/36)

'Have just come in and found your letter - oh! you darling.'

n.d.



Letter from Irene [unknown surname] to Hans Arregger  
(Reference L DIAJ/36A)

'Many thanks for your letter received this morning. 
A talk would be decidedly better than letter writing.    
Unfortunately I am very much booked up.'

18 Mar 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/37)

'I do hope you're not feeling so miserable as your 
letter sounded. You’re not feeling ill like you did  
on Sunday, are you?.’

20 Mar 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/38)

'I am missing you awfully. I can't think what   
possessed me to come away from Hull when I  
needn't and especially for a holiday and to enjoy 
myself.'

29 Mar 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/39)

‘I'm writing now in a totally different mood from  
the one of Sunday. On Sunday it would have   
taken very little to me come straight back to   
Hull.'

2 Apr 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/40)

'I think this is about the worst spasm of home sickness or whatever it   
is - since I first came to this wretched place.'

26 Apr 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/40A)

'I'm writing this as a wee speck of recreation before 
beginning a hard evenings work. I've worked   
'intensively' since 9.30 this morning with 3/4 hr off  
for lunch & 1/4 hr for tea, & I have done since I came.'

1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/40B)

'It was cruel of you to give me such a shock. And I begged you not  
to let me know when you went to Switz.  I'm sorry, but I can't help it.   
I opened your letter with such eagerness, & then …'

n.d.





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/41)

'Hans, dear, I'm awfully sorry I've sent that other letter. If you haven't 
already read it please don't. Since I've posted it I've been thinking  
hard, & it was awfully selfish of me to spoil any of your pleasure in  
your holiday.'

1 May 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/42)

'I did wish yesterday that I'd asked you to ring me up 
when you got home so that I'd know you'd arrived 
safely.'

4 May 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/43)

'What a lot of things to thank you for! - I don't know 
where to begin, 'cos they're all equally precious.'

7 May 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/44)

'Last Sunday at this time you were with me and I feel awfully lonely 
now. I wonder what you are doing. The sun will surely be shining in 
Switzerland, & you'll p'raps be going on the lake, or up a mountain  
or a ride or horseback.'

10 May 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/45A)

'At last I'm moved and am almost settled down - 
anyway, I've done a jolly good night's work and  
have been able to concentrate without any effort!'

13 May 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/45B)

'The sun's shining for all it's worth!! And it's really hot. It's just pouring   
in to my little sitting room.If only it would stay like this for a little while 
everything would be heavenly.’

n.d.





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/46)

'It's so absolutely glorious where I am just now that   
I can't spoil everything by studying, so I 'm writing   
to you instead.'

16 May 1925







Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/47)

'It's no use - I've not been able to get a letter off today 
and I really wanted to. The post goes so early here.'

20 May 1925







Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/48)

'I've just been to 'The George' and they're not   
booked up yet for Whit. It's an awfully nice place.   
I'd like you to stay there because I don't think   
there'd be anything to offend your susceptibilities.'

n.d.





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/49)

'What a coincidence that you have also to go to the dentist every  
day and have to lengthen your holidays for him, just like I had to!'

21 May 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/50)

'Hope you're not feeling too rotten at your return.   
Have you really had a glorious time?'

24 May 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/50A)

'‘What an awful blow! I didn’t get your wire till too late. I came to Sheffield 
on a late train and didn’t go to the common room till after my lec[ture] at 
12.30.

25 May 1925
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