
The Amy Johnson 
Letters (Part II)

Part II covers the period between 
27 May 1925 and spring 1926 

A collection held by the 
Local Studies Library at the 

Hull History Centre [L DIAJ]



Amy Johnson was born in Hull on 1 July 1903. Her family were of Danish descent 
and were established fish merchants; Andrew Johnson, Knudtzon & Co. In 1925 she 
completed her BA Degree in Economics at Sheffield University and returned to Hull  
to take a secretarial course. 

In 1926 she had her first experience of flying on a five shilling pleasure trip. The 
following year she moved down to London to pursue a career in advertising. In 1928 
she began taking flying lessons and within two years was not only a qualified pilot  
but had also become the first women to qualify as a ground engineer.

In May 1930 Amy made a solo flight to Australia in a Gypsy Moth D.H.60 G-AAAH 
which she named Jason (the trademark of the Johnson family fish business). 
Although she failed to break Bert Hinkler’s record, she was the first woman to   
complete the 11,000 mile trip, and as a result she was given considerable press 
coverage and received telegrams of congratulation from across the world including 
King George V and Queen Mary and the British Prime Minster Ramsay MacDonald. 

When she returned to England she was presented with a CBE and in August 1930 
the Daily Mail newspaper gave her a gift of £10,000 for her achievements. She was 
also given a civic reception at the Guildhall in Hull. Further record flights followed 
including London to Moscow with co-pilot Jack Humphreys in January 1931 and  
then Moscow to Tokyo.

In 1932 she met and married the Scottish aviator Jim Mollison and in December  
she broke his record for a solo flight from England to South Africa. In July 1933 the 
couple attempted a non-stop flight from England to New York via Canada. Their  
plane  ran-out of fuel just 50 miles from their destination and they both received  
minor  injuries when the plane crashed. Despite this they were given a ticker-tape 
parade through New York. 

In 1934 Amy and her husband made a record flight to Karachi in India as part of the 
Australia MacRobertson Air Race, but they had to withdraw from the full race. In 1936 
Amy regained her record for a flight between London and Cape Town and the record 
for the fastest return flight.

In May 1940, Amy joined the women’s section of the Air Transport Auxiliary flying  
both machines and men to wherever they were needed. On 5 January 1941 on a 
routine flight from Blackpool to RAF Kidlington (near Oxford) she went off course due 
to the poor weather. She bailed out into the Thames estuary and was seen alive but 
the rescue attempt failed and her body was never recovered. She was officially 
presumed dead in December 1943.

In 1932, Amy used a gift of a purse of gold sovereigns presented to her by the   
children of Sydney to purchase a gold cup for the City of Hull; [The Amy Johnson   
Cup for Courage]. This trophy is awarded to a Hull child (aged under 17) for an   
outstanding deed of courage. 

In July 1974 a memorial statue was erected to her honour in Prospect Street, Hull. 

In 2003 the Royal Mail issued commemorative stamps to mark the centenary of her 
birth.

Description of the collection: 
Purchased in auction at Christies by the Hull Local Studies Library on 16 Oct 1985, 
the full collection of 286 letters charts Amy Johnson’s life during a six year period, 
1922-1928.  In one letter dated April 1928 she talks of the start of her flying lessons 
'now for the good news - I'm joining the London Aeroplane Club and then I can get 
tuition and always use their aeroplanes'.

The majority of the letters are from Amy to her partner Hans Arregger but the collec-
tion also includes letters to Amy from her father at Andrew Johnson Knudtzon Ltd. 
and from Vernon Wood of William Charles Crocker and Company of London offering 
her a job with the typing staff at three pounds per week.  

As was common at the time, Amy wrote to Hans almost every day during the height 
of their relationship and some of her letters contain twenty pages or more. In view of 
this we have created six volumes to aid downloading and reading of the collection.

Related material:            
The Local Studies Library also holds the Amy Johnson Library. Initially part of the 
Johnson Bequest to Kingston High School in 1941 the collection of 250 books was 
transferred to the Local Studies Library in December 1987 when the school library 
closed.  

For more information about the books and records relating to Amy Johnson at the 
History Centre see Discovering Amy Johnson at the Hull History Centre available 
from the History Centre website.



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/51)

'Your letter has again come too late. If I'd been 
in Sheffield I'd have got it yesterday at 5, but 
we only have two posts here.'

27 May 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger Reference L DIAJ/52)

Page 1 is missing from the collection

'If you come on your bike I’ll set off from Hathersage 3 1/2  hours after 
you set off & walk along the Sheffield road to meet you,’

29 May 1925







Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/53)

‘I have enjoyed this week-end. Do get through 
your work & come again next Saturday, won’t 
you? I want you to ever so much…’'

2 Jun 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/54)

I’ve just got back to Hathersage from my 
exams— it was really an awfully good one  
& I think  I’ve done quite a decent paper.’

3 Jun 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/55)

‘Have just got in from Sheffield & it’s perfectly 
glorious & awfully hot. You will come on   
Saturday won’t you?’

4 Jun 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/56)

‘Darling, 
I did feel so miserable after you’d gone - don’t know 
why – but it seemed so lovely. Was awfully glad to get 
your wire.’

8 Jun 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/57A)

’I was glad to get your letter this morning - was hoping 
there would be one. But you shouldn’t have sent the 
money, ‘cos there were not many expenses.’

10 Jun 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/57B)

‘Thanks most awfully for your letter. You do 
write such ripping ones. I feel quite ready now 
for a hard morning’s work. Am just going out to 
the river with my books.’

10 Jun 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/58)

10 Jun 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/59 & 59A)

‘You’ve really no idea how absolutely rotten I’m feeling.  
Everything has gone wrong today. The Latin exam was  
awful, and I was so lost in contemplation of the paper,  
wondering how they dared to set just he pieces I didn’t  
know, that I didn’t notice what I was doing.’

12 Jun 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/59B)

‘Hope you got through your work.    
The over spend was a nightmare’
 

n.d. [1925]



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger  
(Reference L DIAJ/60)

‘I wonder how you’ve got on in Lpl and Manchester - hope 
things were better than you anticipated. Am looking forward 
ever so much to your coming over…’

17 Jun 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger  
(Reference L DIAJ/61)

‘What a pity you’re not here. The sky’s a  
brilliant blue & the sun’s shining ferociously.’

19 Jun 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson applying for a 
post [unknown] (Reference L DIAJ/61A)

With reference to your advertisement of the 
20th inst. I beg to state that I am 22 years of 
age and have received a course of commercial 
training at Woods’ College, Hull.’
 
20 Jul 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/62)

‘I want to write to you & yet I don’t want to say anything, because it 
won’t better things to brood over them’.

7 Oct 1925







Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/63)

‘Oh darling, at last, I’m quite alone. I’m happy for 
the moment, not nearly perfectly but still, happy.’

9 Oct 1925









Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger   
(Reference L DIAJ/64)

Envelope only

11 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson 
to Hans Arregger   
(Reference L DIAJ/65)

‘I wonder why it is that this 
precious peace I’m always 
trying to find is always just 
out of reach & hiding round 
the corner...’

12 Oct 1925











Letter from Amy Johnson 
to Hans Arregger   
(Reference L DIAJ/66)

‘I’ve just read my precious 
letter again, darling & I 
notice now that you’re only 
setting off for Lpl at 2 o’clock 
on Wed & I’ve sent you a 
nasty, long, disconnected 
letter...’

13 Oct 1925







Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/67)

‘You’ll be on your way to the station now darling & 
here I am in bed! Isn’t it disgraceful!’

14 Oct 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/68)

‘It seems a long time since I wrote to you, darling, but it’s not is it?’

17 Oct 1925







Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger   
(Reference L DIAJ/69)

Envelope only

18 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans 
Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/69A)

‘Good morning darling. Have just 
arrived down in time to see the sun 
get up at the same time’

18 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/69B)

‘Darling it’s simply beautiful here. I’ve again cried 
off from house hunting & been exploring.’

18 Oct 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/69C)

‘Here’s another Sunday for you to wonder what to 
do with yourself.’

18 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/70)

'Darling, I've just changed my mind about writing 
to you today.'

19 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/71)

'It's utterly impossible to write you a letter today 
as it was yesterday. I've written you three, but if I 
send them I shall be sorry tomorrow.'

21 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/72)

'I'm so sorry I've been in such a bad mood these 
last few days and haven't been able to write you a 
nice letter.'

22 Oct 1925









Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/73 & 73A)

‘It's quite hopeless trying to get to sleep darling, so I've been reading your 
letters again.'

23 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger   
(Reference L DIAJ/73B)

'I was so glad and relieved to have your letter this 
morning darling. Didn't think somehow you would 
reply to my note - thought you would be impatient  
with it.'

23 Oct 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger     
(Reference L DIAJ/74 & 74A)

'Dearest, I am yielding to your insatiable curiosity      
and am sending you the 3 letters you want so       
much.'

25 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/74B)

'Didn't get anything written at the last attempt. 
Feel much too miserable to write.'

25 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/74C)

'I had three attempts yesterday to write you a 
letter and then in the end only succeeded in  
writing a page which wasn't worth sending.'

25 Oct 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/75)

'It was an awfully nice letter you wrote to me  
yesterday, darling.'

26 Oct 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/76)

'Darling, I was so glad to know that you weren't 
angry about those silly letters.'

27 Oct 1925







Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/77)

'Darling, what a strange letter you sent me  
today. Are you keeping up an air of mystery   
on purpose...'

28 Oct 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/78 & 78A)

'Darling, what a flutter of excitement your wire 
caused! It arrived whilst we were having tea at 7pm.'

29 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/78B)

'I am very disappointed in you indeed. Just because 
on one day it's a struggle to get a letter written to 
you..'

29 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/78B)

'I am very disappointed in you indeed. Just because 
on one day it's a struggle to get a letter written to 
you..'

 29 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/79)

'It was a surprise to get your letter today darling - 
Didn't think you would have time to write last night.'

 3 Nov 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/78B)

'I am very disappointed in you indeed. Just because 
on one day it's a struggle to get a letter written to 
you..'

 29 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/78B)

'I am very disappointed in you indeed. Just because 
on one day it's a struggle to get a letter written to 
you..'

 29 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans 
Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/80) 

'Darling - I feel absolutely rotten 
today. Wish I had you here to look 
after me - no one else bothers.'

 4 Nov 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/78B)

'I am very disappointed in you indeed. Just because 
on one day it's a struggle to get a letter written to 
you..'

 29 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/81) 

'Darling, I can't get to sleep. I don't know what on 
earth induced me to balance my money up before  
I came to bed, but the result is so worrying.'

4 Nov 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/78B)

'I am very disappointed in you indeed. Just because 
on one day it's a struggle to get a letter written to 
you..'

 29 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/82)
 
'Thanks awfully darling, for your nice letter.'

6 Nov 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/83)

'I must tell you that I've got one of Ibsen's plays, 
darling.'

8 Nov 1925









Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/84)

'Darling I was so pleased to have your lovely letter.'

9 Nov 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/78B)

'I am very disappointed in you indeed. Just because 
on one day it's a struggle to get a letter written to 
you..'

 29 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans 
Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/85)

‘Darling, have only just got in from a 
whole day’s motor tour in the New 
Forest.’

10 Nov 1925





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/78B)

'I am very disappointed in you indeed. Just because 
on one day it's a struggle to get a letter written to 
you..'

 29 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans 
Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/86)

‘Darling, your letter has just come and  
it's such a nice one - as always and I've  
nothing particular to do at the moment  
so am answering it straight away.

11 Nov 1925









Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/78B)

'I am very disappointed in you indeed. Just because 
on one day it's a struggle to get a letter written to 
you..'

 29 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/78B)

'I am very disappointed in you indeed. Just because 
on one day it's a struggle to get a letter written to 
you..'

 29 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/88)

‘The material for the cloak is black chiffon velvet with 
a pretty silvery lining that will go with any frock’

15 Nov 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/78B)

'I am very disappointed in you indeed. Just because 
on one day it's a struggle to get a letter written to 
you..'

 29 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans 
Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/89)

‘Thanks very much my dear for your 
letter and advice.'

16 Nov 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger   
(Reference L DIAJ/89A)

'Darling, I'm so sorry but father has asked me to go    
out with and I don't like to offend him.'

Spring 1926



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/89B)

'Darling, I had to write that note in such a hurry - 
Father was already waiting at the gate - so I hadn't 
time to think what to put.'

Spring 1926



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans 
Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/89C)

'I am writing what I want to say to you, 
because I seem to make such a muddle 
of putting my thoughts into spoken 
words.'

Spring1926




	001AJ Title Page.pdf
	002AJ Introduction
	003AJ Letter
	004AJ Letter
	005AJ Letter
	006AJ Letter
	007AJ Letter
	008AJ Letter
	009AJ Letter
	010AJ Letter
	011AJ Letter
	012AJ Letter
	013AJ Letter
	014AJ Letter
	015AJ Letter
	016AJ Letter
	017AJ Letter
	018AJ Letter
	019AJ Letter
	020AJ Letter
	021AJ Letter
	022AJ Letter
	023AJ Letter
	024AJ Letter
	025AJ Letter
	026AJ Letter
	027AJ Letter
	028AJ Letter
	029AJ Letter
	030AJ Letter
	031AJ Letter
	032AJ Letter
	033AJ Letter
	034AJ Letter
	035AJ Letter
	036AJ Letter
	037AJ Letter
	038AJ Letter
	039AJ Letter
	040AJ Letter
	041AJ Letter
	042AJ Letter
	043AJ Letter
	044AJ Letter
	045AJ Letter
	046AJ Letter
	047AJ Letter
	048AJ Letter
	049AJ Letter
	050AJ Letter
	051AJ Letter
	052AJ Letter
	053AJ Letter
	054AJ Letter
	055AJ Letter
	056AJ Letter
	057AJ Letter
	058AJ Letter
	059AJ Letter
	060AJ Letter
	061AJ Letter
	062AJ Letter
	063AJ Letter
	064AJ Letter
	065AJ Letter
	066AJ Letter
	067AJ Letter
	068AJ Letter
	069AJ Letter
	070AJ Letter
	071AJ Letter
	072AJ Letter
	073AJ Letter
	074AJ Letter
	075AJ Letter
	076AJ Letter
	077AJ Letter
	078AJ Letter
	079AJ Letter
	080AJ Letter
	081AJ Letter
	082AJ Letter
	083AJ Letter
	084AJ Letter
	085AJ Letter
	086AJ Letter
	087AJ Letter
	088AJ Letter
	089AJ Letter
	090AJ Letter
	091AJ Letter
	092AJ Letter
	093AJ Letter
	094AJ Letter
	095AJ Letter
	096AJ Letter
	097AJ Letter
	098AJ Letter
	099AJ Letter
	100AJ Letter
	101AJ Letter
	102AJ Letter

