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Amy Johnson was born in Hull on 1 July 1903. Her family were of Danish descent
and were established fish merchants; Andrew Johnson, Knudtzon & Co. In 1925 she
completed her BA Degree in Economics at Sheffield University and returned to Hull
to take a secretarial course.

In 1926 she had her first experience of flying on a five shilling pleasure trip. The
following year she moved down to London to pursue a career in advertising. In 1928
she began taking flying lessons and within two years was not only a qualified pilot
but had also become the first women to qualify as a ground engineer.

In May 1930 Amy made a solo flight to Australia in a Gypsy Moth D.H.60 G-AAAH
which she named Jason (the trademark of the Johnson family fish business).
Although she failed to break Bert Hinkler’s record, she was the first woman to
complete the 11,000 mile trip, and as a result she was given considerable press
coverage and received telegrams of congratulation from across the world including
King George V and Queen Mary and the British Prime Minster Ramsay MacDonald.

When she returned to England she was presented with a CBE and in August 1930
the Daily Mail newspaper gave her a gift of £10,000 for her achievements. She was
also given a civic reception at the Guildhall in Hull. Further record flights followed
including London to Moscow with co-pilot Jack Humphreys in January 1931 and
then Moscow to Tokyo.

In 1932 she met and married the Scottish aviator Jim Mollison and in December
she broke his record for a solo flight from England to South Africa. In July 1933 the
couple attempted a non-stop flight from England to New York via Canada. Their
plane ran-out of fuel just 50 miles from their destination and they both received
minor injuries when the plane crashed. Despite this they were given a ticker-tape
parade through New York.

In 1934 Amy and her husband made a record flight to Karachi in India as part of the

Australia MacRobertson Air Race, but they had to withdraw from the full race. In 1936

Amy regained her record for a flight between London and Cape Town and the record
for the fastest return flight.

In May 1940, Amy joined the women'’s section of the Air Transport Auxiliary flying
both machines and men to wherever they were needed. On 5 January 1941 on a
routine flight from Blackpool to RAF Kidlington (near Oxford) she went off course due
to the poor weather. She bailed out into the Thames estuary and was seen alive but
the rescue attempt failed and her body was never recovered. She was officially
presumed dead in December 1943.

In 1932, Amy used a gift of a purse of gold sovereigns presented to her by the
children of Sydney to purchase a gold cup for the City of Hull; [The Amy Johnson
Cup for Courage]. This trophy is awarded to a Hull child (aged under 17) for an
outstanding deed of courage.

In July 1974 a memorial statue was erected to her honour in Prospect Street, Hull.

In 2003 the Royal Mail issued commemorative stamps to mark the centenary of her
birth.

Description of the collection:

Purchased in auction at Christies by the Hull Local Studies Library on 16 Oct 1985,
the full collection of 286 letters charts Amy Johnson'’s life during a six year period,
1922-1928. In one letter dated April 1928 she talks of the start of her flying lessons
'now for the good news - I'm joining the London Aeroplane Club and then | can get
tuition and always use their aeroplanes'.

The majority of the letters are from Amy to her partner Hans Arregger but the
collection also includes letters to Amy from her father at Andrew Johnson
Knudtzon Ltd. and from Vernon Wood of William Charles Crocker and Company
of London offering her a job with the typing staff at three pounds per week.

As was common at the time, Amy wrote to Hans almost every day during the height
of their relationship and some of her letters contain twenty pages or more. In view of
this we have created six volumes to aid downloading and reading of the collection.

Related material:

The Local Studies Library also holds the Amy Johnson Library. Initially part of the
Johnson Bequest to Kingston High School in 1941 the collection of 250 books was
transferred to the Local Studies Library in December 1987 when the school library
closed.

For more information about the books and records relating to Amy Johnson at the
History Centre see Discovering Amy Johnson at the Hull History Centre available
from the History Centre website.
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N wtl somE 3ra. 1927

SaLT FisH CURERS.

Your letter received this morning; I am just on the

- point of leaving for Ostend but want to send just a few words in reply.

&

i§

RlC

i

A

Regarding my remarks about the appointment with Mr Wood and hie friemd,
2 kmxxd it was mentioned at Leeds that you ought to have let them know
you could'nt get. 01 course you have already explained to me why you
could'nt get, but that ie'nt quite the point, it appears they turned up
and you did'nt and the regmone for abeence do not appear to have got to
the right quarter. I note your remarke re Mrs Maby and should certainly
make it your business to see her as soon as possible and get the

misunderstanding cleared up. Now Amy I did'nt mention these matters
with any idea of finding fault with you, but merely to give you the
information eo that if any misunderstandings are existing you could
clear them up, which you know ie what I always do whenever poseible.

8 regards Irene's disappointment, to be quite honest, I believe she
thinke Hans wes col to vieit you and it was for that reason you we
willing to cancel to Irene's vieit. Whether thie is right or mot I dant
know —- this also may be af ﬂmﬂtminf and of course should be
cleared up. It was thiu p%lnt %ar tried to omlny to you but appare }-
ly you did'nt grasp i Jlag: coy el Coratrns !

Well Amy, you have'nt any need to be very anxious
worried about what has been sald. Please excuse more for the Iullnt u I
have to get off. Our Ostend addreee is Continental Hotel
leave there on June 10th., Hope you are keeping well and doing n‘.l.l, 'lntt

wighes and best love
/M« b JZ’IT o
/ ;
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/165)

'Thank you darling, for your letter this morning.'

10 Jun 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/169B)

"Thank you for your letter darling | always
wonder if | can hope for one on Tuesday
mornings ..."

16 Jun 1927
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Amy Johnson telegram (Reference L DIAJ/172A)
'Please come expecting you tomorrow much love Amy.'

18 Jun 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/180)

'l am wondering what your wire means darling.’

27 Jun 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/181)

'I'm not a bit busy so far this morning darling,
but we're not supposed to write private letters
all the same!

28 Jun 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/182)

'Thank you for your letter darling. I’'m sorry
you're not feeling cheerful...’

30 Jun 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/183)

'I'm glad | had such a lovely birthday last year
darling, because the memory makes up for all
those | haven't enjoyed.’
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/184)

'Dearest darling, | do miss you and want you
such a lot.’

Jul 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/185)

'There is nothing to do so far this morning,
darling.’

12 Jul 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/187)

'l only got up at 12.30 today darling and have
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‘It seems silly to write to you a letter to give to
you when | see you , but | want to reply to the
one | received last night...’
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger

(Reference L DIAJ/189)

'You will be hard at work | think darling but |

have nothing to do.’

2 Aug 1927
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- Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/190)

'l thought | couldn't really expect a letter from
you today darling 'cos | know how busy you'll
be settling down.’
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4 Aug 1927

ey,

LN




clecolerriaeeor Wﬁuﬂt@a? %.:ﬁ‘( ﬁti.ﬁf
St goce £ sl ei G ccee ¢ el Son,
M £ ad’awa&g'm

F# wree ibey ar v Gadts feayis.
j%ﬁ e’ pbpes P4 Lteieo:
ﬁd%ﬁ,&a‘%/’.ﬁu,_m?f
e Al g oces  aac
ﬁ‘zgﬁxdfa{:;u/ “& P ety
'Z?v' S A2 - 7_-2205-:@-%'

e Cecr it f/ KJMM%

F Sl Lewedls ccececoy
@F alr. MY cowtn idaZ gur folaF P
ﬁﬁdﬁiﬂy—v Bttee tecollee Grer

| e SEalr o e Ll Aaey? P
loccl , 20 los CRoe Hao b Lort <jiz,
sé«m;/m; Jiasr ar w& gt -

pg&r Ledede @ force’ tesonnee ,%'
f«ﬁ?‘f’.ﬁa B o Lid, 4%

Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger

(Reference L DIAJ/191)

'l feel rather disappointed this morning, darling
because there was no letter for me.'

5 Aug 1927




Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/192)

'"Thank you for your letter this morning darling.
I didn’t know whether to hope for one or not...'

6 Aug 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/193A)

‘I've jusy finished and am about to set off for
Mrs Harmer’s.’

7 Aug 1927




%:Cﬂ’” .
Lnzeess otrliy
S Ateey Loviecs o all

giee 7 g
P7A ﬂmfﬁ‘ ' MW@

e e
méf st L (TR Aty
4 p % vl SHccittey > Han

e, /

@re sRe ou Jas- ac ~eed
G hsr LelecT ai swe sote 3 w0k
s e b e o Laihs el
' /’M/. /"..{’aqff&aufmé,
ey Al ey X P
o Thie e i

e

;%/%'éﬁm?,zﬁ

iffegictiisay » B Gter e o =
Lecaespt’ ~Hcocees .a(‘,ﬁ Bee> * gﬁ;‘,
J’Mg;ﬂfﬁnr dte denr A7 SPcace ) Fta T
e ,écz? Lbetes B K 3
el fere, av ,’M‘E/ ;zq},/%
¥ ;Jfﬂff (Wﬂa_ﬁ.ﬁ Ay . ‘H "{"‘-‘-lc.'.f"‘
L Cibrr @ grl” Eayg 7

by <V
A __f:«.& ﬁfff .‘épﬂ, .
et Lot #r7 S g Ja 7
P s Heso gy wiore & oot 4
Aellr f9 A CAiltonr. W e
Rboes P oa ook, Ll Lo K o
@ oot ,«”ﬂ-ﬁ"_%ag o s delcpA -
..giﬂﬁur{ aed Lk

Mo ternidesy o ai Bay czetiy

9

iy, i o T i s, 2 g _
vo BF Al e e 2 lnader yip [/ e
g b el i a LT

lecrtecre Skoreer lezo ¥ L7 Lodele *@ €z
fé,/ﬁ ﬂéz;&af' s ‘
ol oS &)M P 4 Ry g S

@

Lo

Olsce’ cd Qoo AR cr dhay ro Hrak

éuu-';:éa:é’ bille. - Aeal Loz
/é%‘jm,;
f%')

. /m.dyf

: R @'—‘, k. T Fateres
& ﬂ/@afa!a/" s -557 ﬁ’ﬁa’eﬂ; e
’ ke Ceee = 54 H2eer Hesr AL L7
7z COCe feFez =54 éﬂzf el imes S . m' S0 iy 5
% Ll Droe co TFERles -

Fas sovay s i oo e tonsy

e ] s g
Lo s (Y i Focsic 4e7 ey Satllew o Al M
Sndecpecese Cese Cacre tecocecres Bre,,y oz il MW cecs &
L Gats 2oy Gaie e ol e i g ol A
: lolbcer: core . #ok - im ol S 4 : 7
Aleaee a / ™ Zéyfw e &gf,m?{- .déucﬂ»)&(
Inee, M a7 sk Abeen as Lieecel % ‘;’E’”“‘“‘ 5 /;“é"’
Llogbeiy 2. [ ot — Kb S 2 ‘Vﬁmf g /?Aj.
C«{ea/ /&u A7 )@f/ir 2o M/’ Cltce tivee Cesves teecre “aee b
fler s Ml Salboldls (i a L Jznas T b e trcecal (B
a&xmﬂwm—@ﬂr{a e Sreq Ze = }'7@‘,

n eolles .~ S Cacece @i’ ¥ {“"“"7

Ol eX Zcotier Sece 3 Cacd. [ foe
flewk L FhSvle weats Lok

Lok, Beec 7

lon b Mo Weolin Lbe des flisy M%ym,@%dcﬁzd‘m%

Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger

(Reference L DIAJ/193B)

''ve been looking forward all the evening
to writing to you but have only just finished
working.'

7 Aug 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/194)

'I'm writing this at the office darling ‘cos we're
not a bit busy.’

5 Y
o~
-

8 Aug 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/195)

'Thank you for your letter darling - it was
waiting for me when | came in at 6.45pm.’

)-
10 Aug 1927 L o
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/196)

~ 'This will only be a line darling written at the
office because I'm unexpectedly out tonight
and won't have a chance later.’
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10 Aug 1927
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Amy Johnson letter to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/197)

'Your letter has only just arrived darling as |
was taking out the notepaper to write to you.'

13 Aug 1927
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Amy Johnson letter to Hans Arregger

(Reference L DIAJ/198) 7 e "/‘?“‘""‘Z S
'I'm afraid you'll be fed up again darling, Z :
but | haven't time to write a letter.’ 7 . . k.

15 Aug 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to
Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/199)

'We are a bit slack at the office just now
so I'm seizing the opportunity to write
to you ..

15 Aug 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/200)

'There is no letter from you this morning but suppose
| ought not to be surprised after my neglect of you.'

16 Aug 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson
to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/201)

'No letter again from you to day.
I’m beginning to think you're
perhaps too cross with me to write.’

18 Aug 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger ,_"‘-' &‘f"’f - P &fnﬁfxﬁﬂf B Séoas Dot
(Reference L DIAJ/202) %ﬂaéca.@ ‘ ddar Fiee 1./?)7 v suor /<t

'Darling why don't you write to me? Are you really too cross?’

19 Aug 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/203)

'I've been looking forward to writing you a long
letter this weekend darling and now | have a
chance.’

22 Aug 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/204)

"Thank you for your letter darling and for all the
news.'

23 Aug 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/205)

'l was so glad to have your two long letters this
morning darling and | feel much happier about
you now.'

24 Aug 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger

(Reference L DIAJ/206)
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Letter from Amiy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/209)

'Thank you for your letter darling.’

1 Sep 1927
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~ Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
- (Reference L DIAJ/210)

'If | didn't feel so rotten darling, I'd be quite
happy if I had you.'

2 Sep 1927
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/211)

'Darling, I'm wanting you most dreadfully

- tonight, but I'm feeling much better than | did

3 hours ago.’

5 Sep 1927
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