‘A ship in port is safe, but that’s not what a ship is built for’
(Grace Hopper)
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the Board of Trade was authorized to establish

— banks in at shipping offices in the principle ports of
’ SEAMEN’S SAVINGS-BANKS.,—The savings-banks for
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|
|

away from home, with stays in private
lodging houses.

are answering admirably in the north-eastern ports.
These savings-banks offer many advantages to the sea- These banks opened on the 1st October 1856.
men :—They can pay their deposits first at one port and

' shen at another, just as it may suit their convenienoce ; Under the scheme, seafarers could pay deposits in
mﬁzn :mi’:‘:’x‘" ;T"“:h;’“&n. ;:r.ti:m off at one port and withdraw them at another.

Any money earnt had to be carried their money first at one port and then at wc:t.hor ; the Deposits attracted interest, and if a seafarer died
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| banks, will be increased by the interest which ¢ without a will the interest was paid to his nearest
on drink were common problems, Board of Trade allows to depositors ; and, in the evenb

of the seaman dying without a will, any deposit or relation or legal representative.
which could cause serious financial interest that may have belonged to him will be paid over

is Dearest relatio egal representative. The
problems for seafarers. ‘:hﬁ. widows, and ol?ﬂm o of seamen are allowed to : :
open Sasounis ’-m“' Seamen’s Savings-banks, and sea- Wives and children of seafarers were able to open

men are also permitted to d""“‘b:"“’ for m accounts, and seafarers were allowed to deposit
In 1853 a bill was brought before children, whick can be withdrawn whenever required i

they are above 14 years of age. Money orders are also money on behalf of their children, who were able
parliament to establish a savings bank granted free of charge by shipping masters at the

. I ipal porte 40 - apprentices, for the pur- to make withdrawals once over the age of 14.
specifically for seamen. The bill was ~ powe of ing part of their wages to their friends or
read three times and was eventuall Folniions i othee | . TS S g W
Rty | excellently conoceived W"ﬁi :‘d'i'" ""‘hﬁ The scheme also allowed for the granting of free
enacted in July 1856. faction, and is likely %o - vantags e
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time Jtbe men are ‘‘ paid off”’ at the office, and before

ve time to get upon the ‘‘ spree,” or into the JNelglylel|sCINclelyiie seafarers and apprentices for the
h.‘?dl Of 'h‘,-..mm”. ) B Hull Packet, 17 Oct 1856

_ L emo o e g purpose of sending part of their wages to friends
and relations in other ports in the UK.
Fact: The Board of Trade established a Seamen’s Savings Bank in Hull on 1 October 1856
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During the 18th and 19th centuries
there was no welfare state to help you
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V MI«R(;}JAN? SEAMEN'S FUND.
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Muster roll for the Albatross,
- Aug 1835 [C DSTR/51/132]
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Fact: In 1747, the Act for the Relief and Support of Mariners and Disabled Seamen was passed, which

established the Merchant Seamen’s Funad
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The Act for the Relief and Support of Mariners
and Disabled Seamen required shipmasters to
collect and record compulsory payments of 6d
per month from themselves and from each
mate and seaman in their crew.

These contributions were recorded on muster
rolls, and were handed to receivers in port at
the end of a voyage. At Hull, Trinity House were
the desighated receivers.

Contributions went into the Merchant
Seamen’s Fund, which was intended to be used
for the granting of pensions to sick, maimed
and disabled seamen, and also to the widows
and orphans of seamen who had been killed or

drowned in the merchant service.

In the early years, the fund was kept afloat by
additional charitable contributions from local
businesses associated with seafaring. These
eventually petered out, however, and by 1851
the fund had collapsed due to a large deficit.

The circumstances of the fund’s collapse serve

to illustrate how much sick and injured

seafarers were at the mercy of private charity

in this period.




Under a statute of 1852, the Humber
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S e S e e Under the Humber Conservancy Act of 1907,

the Commissioners were dissolved and their

responsibilities were taken over by the newly

ANNO DECIMO QUINTO & DECIMO SEXTO

VICTORI A REGINA.

created Humber Conservancy Board. At this
point, the Board’s powers over safety
measures were extended to include the

administration of beaconage, buoyage,

Cap. cxxx,

{ An Act for the Conservancy of the River Humber,
and for amending some of the Provisions of an

Act relating to the Kz’ngsr’on-zg)on-HulZ Docks.
[30th June 1852.]

HEREAS it is expedient to make Provision for the more
effectual Conservancy of the River Humber from the
Confluence into the same of the Rivers Ouwse and Trent

to the Sea: And whereas the Corporations and Company herein-after
named are willing to contribute the annual Sums herein-after men-
tioned for the Purpose: And whereas, by Section Ten of ¢ The
Kingston-upon-Hull Dock Act, 1849, it is enacted that from and
after the Expiration of Four Years from the passing of that Act, if
any Mud or Soil, whether dredged or lifted from the Humber Docks
or Old Harbour, or otherwise arising, should be thrown by the
Dock Company at Kingston-upon-Hull, or any other Person or
Persons whomsoever, intc the River Humber, in each and every Case
the Company and every Person so throwing any such Mud or Soil
into the River Humber should forfeit and pay a Sum not exceeding
the Sum of Ten Pounds over and besides all Expenses which may be
incurred by or under the Direction of the Lord High Admiral, or the
Commissioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral, in
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lighthouses, and pilotage; functions formerly
undertaken by Hull Trinity House.

This work was seen as a vital way of aiding

the physical wellbeing of seafarers.

Humber Conservancy Act, 1852 [L.346]

Fact: In 1852, the Humber Conservancy Commissioners were established by an Act of Parliament



