‘Very favourable accounts had been received from many of the masters of the

attention paid to the scriptures by the seamen at leisure times’
(Hull Packet, 3 March 1818 )

HULL MARINE BIBLE ASSOCIATION

o

Service being held on board a ship flying the bethel flag, part of the missionary trend that

saw the development of bible societies [U DMS| 0“ Flidlr Ilml'nin', Ihl ir“ Aﬂ“i'l'rllrr M“linl ﬂl

v | . ‘. the Hull Marine Bible Association, ‘was held in the
————— - ——==—— AN et \ Subscription School-Room, Salthoute-lane; Mr. Alder-
= = e = by /,/bth\ man Egginton in the L::Iuirf—'l‘h: Report of the Com-
%g = E ‘6" W/ | '//[ | mittee stated, that duriog the year, 722 Bibles and 207

v Testaments had been so0ld on board ships connected with
n this port, at the reduced ptices, and at a loss of nearly
50/. to the Awsociation ; awd.shat subscriptions of one

ha

'nea each, oa hehall of thirtv-eight hshing-ships, and
If-a-guinea each for twenty-ive merchant ships, had
been put down by the owners; and expressed the hope
that further subscriptions swould be obrained. It stated
aleo, that regular Associations, for the receptiou of one
lm ‘f penny a week each, from such of the crews as chose
e to subecribe that sum, had been formed on board some
vessels, and that the extension of this plan 1o most of the
other ships, was anticipated. Very favourahle accounts
had been received from many of the masters, of the
atsention paid to the Scriptures by the geamen at leirure
times. The Meeting was attended by a great number of

‘-mﬂll.!.l"x;-»' el

lm mu:y!!l_,.

=% = e [ ship-owners, masters, seamen, &c. and was addressed and
.. /WMM e i Al g E)r%rship. resolutions moved by C. Lutwidge, Esq Mr. Terry, Mr.

Bowden, the Rev. Messrs Gilbert, Clarke, Sibthorp.
T'rrﬂl t‘ Sf'ﬂ'lt‘ Dlh“' NI’I'EI‘ Grgr“' Bh“"'l.- Hull Packet, 3 Mar 1818



Fact: In 1817, Hull Marine Bible Association was formed to provide cheap bibles for seafarers In 1817 a Hull Marine Bible Association

= UuY paris 01 (N cConoLry, | was formed, as a section of the Hull

T heo s xih avni: er-ary of the Hull Marvine Bible Assn. | Auxiliary Bible Society, to provide reduced-
ciation was beld on Fl'lll!]" night in I.P—BII!'" Suhscripiion 1 cost bibles to seafarers working out of the
Sclo0ol Roow, in Salthon<e Lane, the Right Worshipial the
M.yor, Cbristopher Boiton, Esq. in the chair. The

. 84 e9s of the meeting wax opened by the worthy Chair-
na l oA short IP‘EEEII, in which he stated the ﬂrltiﬂtllillll 1 missionary trend towards the religious

port of Hull.

| This development was part of a wider

he fel in the -“'ﬂ'F“ﬂ'“ and soccexs of the measures pur- education of seamen for their own moral
vied by Lhe Bociety, and his sincere wishex for both the
emporal comlort and spiritual welfare of seamen. The
Rev, Mexsrs. Dikes, King, Scott, Cope (of Waketleld ), and
e arv. Rast, Garbaott, Heawond, Leckiag and Maager,
# era'ly addressed the mveting, which broke np aboa:
nine o'clock. From the report of the snciety it appeary,
- L slace its formanon, vix vears ago, 3000 copies of the
Holy Scriptares have hevn =old, at the reduced prices, to
the -a.lo - betonging 10 and frequeating this port. Sixty.
|| four veseels have been visited in port this year, the
crews of which nmounted (0 663 men and boys. OfF this
anumler 435 were stated to be able to read, and they
|| bad - m pg them 193 Bibles and 28 Testameots. Fx-
Ly clusive of t's slenm packets emnloyed in the Hamber,
aud b Lt veom this port and London, only one vessel was
onnd taliy destitute of the scrintures.-—Althousk the
ven g was partienlarly unfavourable, there was a good
Pop riom of meamen presenat, who were particularly
Ii :l"EHILF’ to the diff rent sperakers. Hull Packet, 10 Mar 1823
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and spiritual self-improvement.

The trend had begun with the Naval and
Military Bible Society founded in 1779,
whose objectives were stated as such: ‘For

purchasing Bibles in order to be distributed

among the British Soldiers and Seamen of
the Navy, in order (by the blessing of God)
to spread abroad Christian knowledge and

reformation of manners’.

Meetings of the Marine Bible Association

were held at a boys’ school in Salthouse
Lane before later moving to the Mariners’
Church on Prince’s Dock Side.

Subscriptions to the association were

taken up by merchant ship owners and
fishing vessel owners who saw that the

scheme could benefit their crews.




Whilst reports of t

ne association’s

meetings repeatec

ly remarked on the

popularity and value of the work being

undertaken, the same reports noted

financial problems

Subscriptions apparently did not cover

the outlay required by the association in

order to purchase

bibles and texts, and

because they were sold at reduced

prices this money was never recovered.
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Hurn AUXILIARY OF THE BIBLE SOCIERTY.—

The number of copies issued by this socieiy, from Febru-
ary, 1842, to February, 1843, was as follows:—2727
Bibles, 4839 Testaments, 57 Testaments and Psalms, 16
Book of Psalms,—in all, 7639. The ladies’ branch of .the
society has rendered most efficient service to the institu-
tion, having not only distributued 1041 copies at cost price,
but remitted £56 2s. 5d. for the general object In view.
The Hull Marine Bible Association have disposed of 156
Bibles and 94 Testaments; but the subscriptions to that
institution are li e than pay the expenses.
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On 16 June 1843, the local papers announced that
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the Hull Marine Bible Association was to be
discontinued and the remaining stock was sold off.

Whilst this early endeavour had failed, it was an
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more holistic seamen’s missionary societies that
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they existed whilst the Marine Bible Association was operating, 1843

i 1IN NSNS ————— =

Fact: In 1843, Hull Marine Bible Association was discontinued and the remaining stock was sold off



