‘[For] the religious instruction of the seamen... that a place of public worship
be provided’ (Rules of the Mariners’ Church Society, 28 Jan 1828 )

HULL MARINERS' CHURCH AND
SAILORS" REST SOCIETY

ey P furc? s " MARINERS’ CHURCH AND ScHOOL.—On Wednesday, a
tration of the M_a_rLr]Srs’ CDurch of Prince’s Dock Street, by F.S. Smith [Hu»I_I‘,Museums Setvice, 1929.259(’1)] :
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S O | | chRee Meceting of 8hip-Owners and others, was held in the Mansion
PR A At il Housge, for the purpose of taking into consideration the ex-
pediency of opening an Episcopal Chapel at this port, for the
accommodation of scamen, and connecting with it a sehool for

sailor boys,

F . Th The Rev. J. H Brouny, Vicar, being called to the Chair, explained the

act: € object of the moecting, and in a very appropriate address, gdverted W9 the

. , anxicty manifosted Ly the Archbishop of York, and his son Capt. Vernon,

Mariners for the establishment of a tloating «'71&;»0!, in Hull, and enumerated the

. measures which were taken, two years ago, for the accomplishinent of that

Church SOClety object.  The Cerporation, the 'ﬁinityﬂluum, and the Ship-Owners’ So.

| \ N\ AR e crety, c(;unu'lw\-ced the desigm, but particular rcaum:dl:;l ‘to the abamtnn-

S S ST LTS | R i A B s ment. It was now again in contemplation ; and, in ition to providing

'H: LSS i\ SN Ly was formed on a place for divine worship, it was tn'tvmivd to add a school for the instruc-

o f“rﬁi T A R T A LN AR e I 20 N b tion of sailor boys on wu-Lda and Sunday eveninga.  The public-bodies,

Slifildl ff;'?,ﬁ" AU e s = TN = e L ovemoer to which he alluded, continued to approve of the plan, and the Corporation

DN A e WD =T e e v had Kberally offered to subscribe €30 a vear. The idea of a Floating

& iinSe ~*,o' g TN B 1827 and Chapel had been relinquished, as Government was not disposed to give any

sl ‘ i more ships for that purpose, and the Dock C y would not permit

opened 3 any lights to be used on board in the evening. Under these circumstances,

it was intended to take a Chapel on shore ; and he left them to determine

church on whcether such an institution would be useful or not.——The Rev. T. IhkEs

wke in support of the measure, disavowing any fee of opposition to

Dacoer Lane the Floating Chapel,—showing that it was the duty of members of the

g8 Fstablishment to exert themsclves,—and pointing out the advantages of

Bt gl 2 1 83 : having a settiod minister, who could, in a pastoral way, visit and attend to

The= ! the fO”meg the seamen and their familiea —— A long conversation -in which

el Py WSS e Mr. Alderman Bolton, C. Lutwidge, Esq. Mr. Alderman C. Bolten, Mr.
ETFINRY/7 February Watson, Mr. Gikson, Sir. Priest, and other genticmen took a part |

that Capt. Vernon had promised to A grant, of £90
ety in Londan ; and that Wonlﬂ\ offtred a very suitable Chapel

Somastip UG SRR iy dSsehih ittt MR SR (I O gL %"w Mr. 2ane—on most rea 2 o
e — T Ve W T R | | R R e , length it was Tinined, t a Society should be formed, a subscription
e e o 5 N ! R SN N . opened, and that Mr. Woolf's offer shoukd be accepted. A Comunittee was
* L = Rl inted to make the preliminary arrangements, and the matter will

rtly be submitted, in a regular forn, to a general meeting of the n.
habitants,
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On 20 November 1827, a group of Church of
England members split from the Port of Hull
Society to form the Mariners’ Church Society.
Their objective was to open a mariners’ church
and a school for sailors and apprentices in
accordance with Church of England teachings.

On 19 February 1828, the Mariners’ Church
opened on Dagger Lane. It was reputed to have

been the first mariners’ church in England.

The church ran evening and Sunday schools for
apprentices and seamen. Subjects taught at
the evening school included reading, writing,
arithmetic and basic navigation, whilst the
Sunday school provided religious instruction.

Fact: In 1856, the Sailors’ Rest Society was
formed to establish a hostel for sailors, which
opened on Salthouse Lane in May 1860
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HULL SAILORS' HOME,

13, SALTHOUSE-LANE.

SAILORS are provided with Boarp and Lopeina, at 2-, a day,
or 14s. a week. Washing, to the extent of Ien pieces weekly,
is 1ncluded.

SINGLE MEALS are charged as follows :—BruaxrFasT, 9d. ;
Dixxer, 1s., including a cup of Coffee; Tra, 9d.; a NigHT'S

. Liopcing, 64.

BruaxrasT is ready at 8 o’clock, but can be had, if necessary,
between 7 and 9. DinnNzr is on the table at 12 o’clock, where
it remains One hour: but if the men are unavoidably absent,
they can have Dinner until Two. TEa is served at Six o’clock.
On Sundays the Dinner Hour is at Half-past Twelve o’clock.
The House Doors are closed at Eleven, after which no Inmates
will be admitted without a pass.

Any Sailor desirous of leaving his Money, Clothes, or other
Property in the ¢ Home,” when he goes to see his friends, the said
Property will be taken care of (an Inventory being made and
signed), and returned to him without any charge.

0-*——

Advert in the back of ‘The Sea and the Sailor’, by J. Brumby, 1861 [L.820.8 BRU]
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A new church was constructed on the site and the
entrance was altered to Prince’s Dock Street. The
new building opened on 15 June 1834, and a port

chaplain worked out of the building to provide
ministry to seamen.

Independently of the Mariners’ Church Society, a

Sailors’ Rest Society had been founded in Hull.

In 1856, a committee was formed by the society
for purposes of establishing a hostel for sailors to
provide cheap and alternative accommodation to
private lodging houses. Local ship-owners, Trinity
House, and other interested parties donated
money. Premises were purchased in Salthouse
Lane in June 1859, and in May 1860 the Sailors’
Rest Home was opened. In 1904, the entrance to
the building was altered from Salthouse Lane to
Alfred Gelder Street.

The hostel was in operation for 83 years. During
that time, 9135 shipwrecked seamen were

accommodated, 532,984 single night stays were
provided for, and 48,477 weekly stays were made.




In 1897, the Sailors’” Rest
Society formed a
committee to refit a
building on Posterngate as
a Sailors’ Institute.

The Mariners” Church
Society became involved
and in 1899 the two
societies amalgamated.

The Missions to Seamen
became officially
associated with the newly

amalgamated society at
this time.
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ull Sailors’ Rest and (II)armers Church Society.
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Special Appeal for Funds to carry on the work amongst the Seamen of
the Third Port.

The Committee of the above earnestly solicit increased Subscriptions and Donations, as the Balance
Sheet for 1902 shows a deficit of more than £700.

The social and spiritual work is now carried on by the Port Chaplain alone, as the Missions to

Seamen have been unable, for financial reasons, to continue the salary of a Reader. The Sailors’ Rest is in
charge of two Institute Keepers, paid locally, the senior of whom, Mr. H. Woodhouse, also renders valuable
services both on the docks and as the collector. o hegin with the Royal Naval Reserve, whose members
may be described as the picked men of the Merchant Service, the Drill-ship, H.M.S. “Nimble,” in the
Queen’s Dock, has been visited whenever possible by the Chaplain, and prayers read at 9 aam. 1679 visits
have been paid to vessels lying in the docks, a number which would have been largely increased but
for a severe accident to the Chaplain in the early part of the year. 2127 large parcels of reading matter,
including the-best magazines obtainable, have been placed on board for the use of the men, and the hearty
thanks of the Committee are due to those of the Hull public who have so generously supported this
important  branch of the work. 189 visits have been paid to the men in their own homes, and 39 to
the Infirmary. A total of 183,750 attendances have been made by Seamen, at the Rest, and 11,652 have
been present at the winter concerts most kindly provided for their benefit, the Hall being generally full,
while standing room was not obtainable at the entertainment given by Mrs. Arthur Wilson and her friends.
NSeamen have written 3,040 letters at the Rest, on stationery supplied them gratuitously, and 778 letters
have been received there for them. A most successful feature of the work has been the Saturday Social
Evenings, when small prizes have been offered to the winners in the bagatelle, draughts, and domino
tournaments, and coffee and buns supphed free through the generosity of an anonymous well-wisher of
sailors. - .

Service has been t,onducted on the second Sunday in each month on board the Humber Training Ship, -
“Southampton,” and 460 services have been held in the Rest and Mariners’ Church, with an attendance of
12,342 men. Those at the Rest take the form of a short address and prayers, and never exceed five minutes |
in length.

An excellent boat, kindly presented by Messrs. Thos. Wilson, Sons & Co., has enabled the work of ship
visiting to be more thoroughly and expeditiously carried out. The Rest has recently been painted and
decorated throughout, has been’ provided with additional stage fittings, a new reading table, 100 bent-wood
chairs, and has been fitted with the incandescent light.

As regards the relief of destitute seamen, a problem which becomes increasine gly pressing at a time of
low freights and laid-up ships, it can safely be said that, while no favour has been shown to the professional
cadger, every really deserving man has been helped on his way as far ax means allowed. 175 such cases
have been assisted in the year 1902, with food and shelter, for many of whom work has been afterwards
obtained. 397 woollens and warm articles of clothing have also been distributed, through the kindness of
the Yorkshire Needlework Guild, and many private donors. No effort has been spared to safeguard the
interests of seamen strangers in Hull, and to keep them from falling into the hands of the harpies who swarm !
in the sea-port towns. The Rest has striven to deserve its name in every sense of the word, and the stream ‘
of seamen constantly passing through its doors ix witness to the appreciation shown by those for whose
benefit it exists.

Between £80 and £90, part wages of seamen paid off in Hull, has been safeguarded for them, while,
through the generosity of two anonymous friends, 1000 buns and 2000 cups of coffee have been supplied
gratuitously during the past twelve months. That the seafaring classes are not unmindful of these services
15 shown by the following extracts from letters recently received by the staff :—“T am more than grateful
to you for all the kind care you have taken of I". W.” “I amrived in Liverpool safe and sound, and I am ';
also very thankful to you for seeing me away. It is a very good thing to let the helper see them away |
safely. I read that book you gave me—*The Sailor among Land Sharks’—and I am determined to take !
advice from it.—G. H., Able Seaman.”

The Committee desne in conclusion, to offer their most grateful thanks to all those who have so kindly
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Annual report of the Mariners Church and Sailors’ Rest Society, 1904 [C DSMS/1/2/2]

Photograph showing the Mariners’ Church institute
buildin'g on Posterngate, early 20th cent. [U DMS]

SUBSCRIPTIONS & DONATIONS.

Fact: In 1899, the Mariners’
Church Society and the Sailors’
Rest Society amalgamated, and
began working out of a joint
institute building in Posterngate

The Posterngate institute

provided recreational facilities

for seafarers whilst in port, and
the society’s missionaries
worked out of the building.

Financial relief, granted by the
national Shipwrecked
Fishermen and Mariners’ Royal
Benevolent Society, was also
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assisted the work by providing the Monday evening concerts throughout the winter, and by sending parcels: Alles T Wile on ' o, King, Sir H. Seymour 2 d I S p e n S e d to t h O S e I n n e e d a t
of books and magazines for use on hoard ship ; to Messrs. Thos. Wilson, Sons & Co., for a boat and fittings, Allen, Mrs. ... g Kirton, C. R. 5
and a regular supply of firewood ;: to Messrs. R. Wade & Son, for sawdust; to Sir H. Seymour King, for the , ﬁg{ﬁfsis?:;:ph i {i;‘lgggrgt’ %ﬁ; Ig
“Shipping Gazette” : to the Yorkshire Needlework Guild, and many othel donors, for warm clotlmm; and § Bailey, T. ] o Lambert, H. C. 1 . '
m g ’ | Ballan, A. E. 1o Lambert, J. O. . t e Stlt te
TO et h e r t h e b eca e . to all those who have generously forwarded the cause of seamen by pecuniary and personal aid. 1 BZr :;rd B . T v b : I n u .
Bradley, w. C. 10 Lmsley,C] & Co., Ld. 10
i - i £ i \, Briggs, John I Malet, Capt. 10
Annual report of the Mariners’ Church and Sailors’ Rest Society, 1902 [C DSMS/1/2/2]‘. | BE oo g 1\[111:, o - L 0
- 4 : | Brodrick, Major I Massey W. A, & Co. o 10
l e B R SR T st vy Yo ! BI‘O(lI’le W.'S. 5 ,\[aw Tl” Klr bt CO Ld
nown as u arlners Medforth&Son ; 7

Brown, W., Atkinson (& Co

Metcalfe, C. I.., & Son
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Bruce, R. T o 6 ¢ - : Bl e
Cade, Mrs. I o Middleton, T., & Son 16146
Castle & Co. I o Morton, W, F. 5elio
1 ’ Cattley, H. R. o 6 Newbald € A iy . )
urch and Sailors’ Rest - g e In 1944, the Hull Mariners
. Cockerline, W. H., & Co. 3 o Ouston, R. C & Son i io 16 )
‘ STATISTICS FOR 1004. Colbeck, H. ... 1 o Palmer, Mrs. 5 o
J Collinson, Miss K. ... G o Penn, S. 50
: : . : 5 ) Dibb, Colonel 0fToL 6 llzepplell JC:%‘pt G ; o o . ) .
isi i ips : i i i ; Dossor, Capt. FodT o osti (2 yrs.)-.. b0
SOC I ety, I n CO n n ectl O n Wlt h 57 visits were paid to H.M. Ships; 342 to vessels lying in the river, Damou]in, 1;/, St o S Gl - C h u rC h a n d Sa I IO rS Re St SOC I ety
“\ ) 4 e : g : : E Raynor & Crook
‘ and 2464 to vessels lying in the docks. 55 visits were paid to sailors in their gils{;? 1\4‘}'0& ke ; ; g Rizlll:it;, i Ja:. g g
. . . . . ol s Earle, ,Hudson aH o Reckitt, Lady I oo
t h IVI : : t S 4 | own homes or in boarding-houses, and 16 to sailors in hospital. 11 religious Friond LV ¢ Koo W ViR . .
| N ’ ; : : : Gilyott, W., & Co. L ob Rbbirts, Miss /K. o 2l as ncor Orate t t e
e I SS I O n S O e a e n ' services were conducted afloat, 458 at the Sailors’ Rest, and 58 at the Royal GoZd 7. Sl THA T Ross et T Mg W I WI
Graham, @ @ 22 o Samman, H., & Co. . o 10 6
Naval Reserve Ship “ Nimble.” 2540 seamen and sailor boys were present at Grotkian, F. B. EFCEE g Sanderson, oO. .
Hakes iWe 0. ot ‘o Sandelson, G.R, & Co 3.3 © . . . .
the services afloat, 8126 seamen at the services in the Rest, and 2036 at the bl l6'R, & Co. o 10 o© Scoth, B, AV L1 o10 6 Th OI nt
3 Hamilton, J. M & Co. o 5 o Slmlth,“glrjs. Alex. o 10 o I S S I O .
1 “ N1 2 1 ini Harrison—Broadley 151 50 o Farng We Ju 2 oX\ 5 50
services on board H.M.S. “ Nimble.” The Holy Communion was administered R e llnri((ell JJ ohis
i : Helmsing & Son o 10 6 Towler, J. T. o 2 6
28 times, and DSietameng by Hodgsor;g, Haurris & Co. o 10 6 luldey,’ W. S& Co. C... : T %r o °
. . N ' i i Bindle )., & £ Warc e Bl Ok i committees of the Tormer
I n t h I S CO nﬁ u ra O n t h e 3824 letters were written by seamen at the Rest on, stationery supplied Hindle J., & Co. &t Wade, Mrs. E. i L g I
4 I | Holmes, J. Dalton P RIS (o) t"\’}e]st 1Wm W& Sogl]ss... T o
\ i | here for them. 278 large parcels Holt, e § 220 Vheatley, Wm., & Sons o010 6
% them gratmtOUSIY’ and 971 were received t >/ B Hopper, Mrs. W. M 3y o Wilson, C. H. Wellesley 6 45 40 .
tl ' & 1 - liter - 1 § 1 d on ard Hull & Netherlands S. S. Co T.d.h T o Wilson, Clive 330 h H I I
Soci et CO n o n u ed to a i d [ of the best magazines and other literature obtainable were placed on bo il e N ik i T T 53 SOC I e y n OW eca In,] e e u
/ 1 - % Hull Tce*Co.,iLd. ... 2l 2o Wilson, Kenneth L 5o
y f vessels n the port of Hull for the use of the crews. Hull Steam Flshmg & Ice Co Ld. 232l o Wils_on, T., Sons & Co., Ld 50 o o
3 Hume, Capt. oy (50 Winn, Geo. ... I 1 a4
: Ingleby, E. W. e g ilio Wood, C. H. o 80 ° ° °
f f ther 45 ocal committee ot the Missions
| udge, C. ; o 10 O ‘
seafarers for another ; e gt
King & Co., Ld. o1o0 6 i

years.

to Seamen.




